[Schizophrenia and immunity].
In schizophrenia, various modifications of the immune system have been reported. A decrease of interleukin-2 production by T lymphocytes and an increase of IL-2 receptors were observed by several authors. Not only cellular but humoral immunity seems to be modified: apart from the viral hypothesis, an auto-immune hypothesis holds that auto-antibodies may play a role in the biology of schizophrenia. Natural auto-antibodies, preexisting any antigenic stimulation, may also be involved, particularly in the response to neuroleptic drugs.